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On the point of church James was obdurate ... He would like to
have insisted on the other grudging items.—si-aden.
In the next the perfect is wanting; for a child that has been
flogged cannot be left unflogged—not, that is, in the past; and
the future is not meant.
A child flogged left-handedly had better be left unpegged.—poe.
We add, for the reader's refreshment rather than for practical
purposes, an illustration of where careless treatment of have
may end:
Oh, Burgo, hadst thou not have been a very child, thou shouldst have
known that now, at this time of day—after all that thy gallant steed had
done for thee—it was impossible for thee or him.—thollope.
CONDITIONALS
These, which cost the schoolboy at his Latin and Greek
some wean" hours, need not detain us long. The reader passes
lightly and unconsciously in his own language over mixtures
that might have caused him searchings of heart in a dead one.
But there is one corrupt and meaningless form, apparently
gaining ground, that calls for protest. When a clause begins
with as if, it must be remembered that there is an ellipse. /
treat her as tenderly as if she were my daughter would be in full
/ treat her as tenderly as I should if she were, &c. If this is
forgotten, there is danger in some sentences, though not in
this one, of using a present indicative in the place where the
verb were stands. So:
We will not appear like fools in this matter, and as if we have no
authority over our own daughter.—richardson.
This may be accounted for, but not justified, as an attempt to
express what should be merely implied, our actual possession
of authority.
As if the fruit or the flower not only depends on a root as one of the
conditions among others of its development, but is itself actually the
root.—MORLEY.
This is absolutely indefensible so far as is is concerned; depends
has the same motive as have in the Richardson.

